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The  bargain  signs  aro  beckoning  these  days.     The  ads  are  urging.  And 
counters  and  show  cases  are  fairly  bursting  with  new  summer  clothes. 

We  women  are  out  to  buy.     And,  of  course,  we  want  to  get  our  money's 
worth.    We  want  good  value  in  these  ready-made  garments.    Eut  whether  we  get 
it  or  not  depends  on  several  things--depends,  for  example,  on  hew  much  we 
know  about  quality,  and  hew  easily  we  follow  the  lure  of  a  bargain  sign.  You 
know,  the  cost  of  clothing  takes  quite  a  big  bite  out  of  any  family's  pocket- 
book.    Few  of  us  have  money  to  waste  on  poor  buys. 

Right  here  is  where  the  clothing  specialists  are  friends  in  need. 
Bight  here  is  where  they  can  give  you  help  in  wise  shopping. 

The  news  I  have  for  ycu  today  comes  from  the  clothing  specialists  at 
tr.e  Eureau  of  Home  Economics  at  Washington,  B.C.     It  isn't  about  buying  clothes 
in  general,  but  about  one  garment  in  particular.     I  suppose  I  might  say  that 
the  tonic  for  the  day  is  "Tips  on  Buying  Slips,"  or  "Avoiding  Slips  in  Under- 
Blips."    New  a  mere  man  might  wonder  why  busy  clothing  specialists  have  taken 
time  tc  investigate  an  apparently  insignificant  bit  cf  feminine  apparel  like 
this.    Eut  every  woman  knows  better— knows  that  nowadays  probably  more  slips 
are  scld  than  any  other  woman's  undergarment.     We  wear  slips  the  year  around, 
Of  -ourse,  but  we  find  them  most  useful  under  thin  summer  dresses.     I  haven't 
thp  pxact  figure  on  the  number  sold  every  year,  but  I  can  tell  you  that  it's 
a  tr°mendcus  one. 

Many  of  us  will  b<=  investing  in  these  garments  during  the  next  few 
weeks.     jjrA  we're  going  to  have  to  choose  between  a  great  variety  of  stylos, 
prices,  and  materials.     We're  going  to  be  confronted  with  some  good  lasting 
slits  and  also  plenty  of  poor  ones  that  look  all  right  at  first  glance  but 
won't  last  the  season.     So  before  we  go  to  buy,   let's  take  some  tics  from  the 
experts  as  tc  which  is  which. 

Yru  knew  an  underslip  doesn't  live  an  easy  life.     It  spends  long  hours 
rt  fluty;   it  doesn't  get  time  off  as  dresses  do,  for  example.     And  it  must 
stand  up  under  a  good  deal  of  stress  and  strain  from  wear  and  frequent  launder- 
ing.    S^  it  needs  to  he  made  well  and  cf  the  right  material.     As  the  clothing 
specialists  put  it:     ''A  good  slip  must  wash  well,   wear  well,   fit  well,  and 
rake  a  smooth,   inconspicuous  foundation  for  the  dress." 


-  2  - 


Let's  consider  the  material  for  the  slip  first.     The  majority  of  ready- 
cade  slics  are  of  silk  or  synthetic  silk,  but  very  occasionally  you'll  find 
seine  on  the  market  of  cotton  or  handkerchief  linen.     'Whatever  the  fiber,  the 
point  tc  remember  is  that  the  reave  should  be  firm,   smooth,   and  evenly  balanced. 

want  material  that  is  neither  too  thick  nor  too  thin,   that  won't  pull  and 
shift,  that  won't  stretch  or  shrink.    This  smooth,   even,  close  weave  is  best 
both  for  washing  and  wearing.     I  understand  that  this  season  rayon  fabrics 
woven  this  way  are  on  the  market.     These  fabrics  have  the  special  advantage 
of  ironing  nicely  when  dry,   just  as  uongee  does.    Of  course,  a  smooth,  close 
w*ave  in  mire  dye  silk  is  ideal  for  a  slip.     It  may  cost  more  than  weighted  or 
sized  silk,  but  you'll  find  that  it  will  make  up  this  extra  cost  in  long  wear. 

the  way,   this  matter  of  weighting  and  sizing  in  silk  is  most  important  tc 
anyone  who  is  buying  a  slip.     As  you  know,   silk  that  is  heavily  weighted  with 
metal  will  go  to  pieces  in  a  short  time.     So  it's  not  a  good  choice  for  a 
garment  that  must  stand  hard  wear.     As  for  silk  that  contains  a  good  deal  of 
that  ■.-.-.ite  material  known  as  "sizing,"  well,   that  may  lock  firm  and  durable 
when  new,  but  the  sizing  will  wash  out  in  the  first  laundering  leaving  the 
material  limp  and  sleazy. 

You  can't  be  sure  cf  weighting  and  sizing  from  looking  and  feeling  of 
the  garment.     But  you  can  often  learn  something  from  the  label  attached.  If 
the  label  says  "Pure  Dye  Silk,"  you'll  know  that  a  white  or  light-colored  silk 
contains  no  more  than  ten  percent  weighting.     You'll  also  find  that  it  pays  to 
ask  your  dealer  to  tell  you  definitely  about  weighting  and  sizing  and  to  tell 
you  whether  the  fabric  is  pare  dye  silk  or  synthetic.     You  yourself  can  often 
determine  whether  the  threads  will  slip  and  shift  with  wear.     Just  scratch  a 
little  place  with  your  fingernail  and  nctice  whether  the  threads  move  or  stand 
firm. 

Sc  much  for  material.     New  about  construction.     Before  you  buy,  have  a 
lock  at  the  seams  in  the  slip,    Are  they  strong,   flat  and  smooth?     A  plain  seam 
In  close  lockstitch  is  best  for  a  machine-made  slip  cut  on  the  bias.    The  bias 
cut  keeps  the  edges  from  raveling  and  the  lockstitch  holds  well  and  isn't  too 
conspicuous.     Hand-made  slips  generally  have  French  seams.     These  are  somewhat 
more  bulky  and  inclined  to  ripple.     Such  a  slip  shouldn't  be  fitted  too  close. 
Seams  finished  in  flat  fells  are  too  thick;  plain  seams  with  loose  stitching 
and  pinked  edges  will  soon  pull  out.     Seams  finished  with  fagoting  or  hem- 
stitching look  attractive  but  aren't  strong. 

Now,   just  a  few  more  questions  on  construction.     What  about  trim  and 
edge  finish  in  the  slip?     Is  it  dainty,   flat,  and  no  extra  trouble  to  iron? 
What  about  the  la-.e?     Is  it  flat  and  are  the  threads  evenly  balanced,   or  is 
it  "ridgy"  and  weak  in  soots'?    Then  about  the  straps.     How  arc  they  anchored? 
A  lot  of  null  comes  on  those  straus.     Be  sure  they're  attached  sc  they  won't 
tear  holes  in  the  slip.    Be  sure  they're  attached  to  the  slirj  fabric  instead 
of  the  lace . 

Well,   there  are  the  slip  tips  I've  collected  for  you.     An  under slip 
worth  buying  at  all  should  wear  at  least  one  season,    should  wash  well,  and 
make  a  smooth  foundation  for  your  drpss.     The  chief  points  to  remember  in  buy- 
ing are:     material  with  a  close,   even,   smooth  weave;  the  minimum  of  weighting 
and  sizing;   strong,   flat,   smooth  seams;  close  pven  stitching;  flat,  inconspic- 
uous,  easy' to  launder  trim  and  finish;  and  well-anchored  straps. 
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